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Abstract

Utilization of existing facilitiesfor activities that were not originallyanticipated in their design is
becoming more prevalent as a means of optimizingresources available to local communities.
When major events are scheduled to be held in any location throughout Nova Scotia there may be
a need for a number of schools to be used to provide temporary sleepingaccommodation for the
people attending the event.

Assessment of the temporary use should be carried out under provisions of Article 2.1.2.2. of the
National Fire Code of Canada 1995.

This guidelineis intended to assist school boards, the organizing committee, and fire officialsin
the assessment of facilitiesto provide temporary sleepingaccommodation and sets out criteria to
use in ensuring that safeguards are in place and fire safety responsibilitiesare established.

1.0 Scope
This guidelinehas been established to aid school board officials,event organizers and:fire officials
in the assessment of school facilities for temporary sleepingaccommodation. Since sleeping
accommodation is not normallyconsidered in the design of schools Article 2.1.2.2. of the
National Fire Code of Canada would be applicableto the temporary use.

Article 2.1.2.2. of the Fire Code states:
"Activities that create a hazard and that are not allowed for in the original design shall not be
carried out in a buildingunless approved provisions are made to control the hazard"

The Article prohibits an owner from using their facilityfor a purpose other than for which it was
designed without first obtaining approval from the authority havingjurisdiction, this being the
Office of The Fire Marshal or their authorized representative. Further, the Article provides the
authority for the Fire Officialto approve the use of schools and other designated facilitiesfor
temporary use such as sleepingaccommodation. Prior to granting approval, the Fire Officialmust
be satisfiedthat appropriate measures are taken in the form of fire safety systemsand procedures
to provide an adequate levelof life safety for the occupants who may be in the facilityat the time.

The guideline provides criteria that should be considered in determining the suitabilityand
approval of the facilityfor sleeping accommodation, includingthe installationof fire safety
devices and establishmentof fire safety procedures for school board personnel, volunteers, etc.
there are some minimumrequirements that must be provided in the facilitybefore consideration
can be contemplated and these are identified in Part A on the School Designation Form ( see
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